Community Bankers’ Outlook Plummets
Jul 8, 2022
Washington, D.C.— Community bankers’ collective view of future business conditions
and the economy plummeted in the last quarter, according to the Community Bank
Sentiment Index (CBSI), released today.
While the start of the year showed some concerns, the second-quarter 2022 CBSI dove to
84 points, down 13 points from the last quarter. The current value is its lowest level since
the Conference of State Bank Supervisors started the index in 2019, driven by concerns
about monetary policy, business conditions and regulatory burden. Expectations that the
Federal Reserve’s monetary policy decisions will impact market conditions declined the
most, dropping 62 points from 95 in Q1 2022 to 33 in Q2 2022.
“Community bankers are mostly concerned about rising inflation, particularly energy and
commodity prices, the impact of rapid interest rate increases and slower economic
growth,” said CSBS Chief Economist Tom Siems.
The CBSI captures on a quarterly basis what community bankers nationwide think about
the future. Participant answers are analyzed and compiled into a single number; an index
reading of 100 indicates a neutral sentiment. Anything above 100 indicates a positive
sentiment, and anything below 100 indicates a negative sentiment.
The outlook for future business conditions also declined significantly in the most recent
CBSI, falling 45 points from 83 in Q1 2022 to 38 in Q2 2022. The regulatory burden
component (19 points) remains the lowest among the seven components, tumbling
another 9 points from last quarter to its lowest historical level.
However, at 101, the profitability component had the greatest quarterly improvement for
the second straight survey, rising 33 points from 68 in Q1 2022 and above the neutral
level of 100 for the first time since Q2 2021.
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